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Interviewing team thanked Mr. Manik for his time.
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Before embarking on the interview, Mr. Manik put forth a review of National
Environmental policy. He said that it was the first policy which presented a
framework for environmental stewardship from the state of Pakistan. He
mentioned the following features of the policy:
• It sets forth a clear aim of all environmental activities to be undertaken
• It includes guidelines for all layers of government establishment for
implementation of environmental laws (central, provisional, divisional)
• It includes a framework for implementation of the policies
• It includes sectoral as well as cross sectoral guidelines e.g. agriculture,
industry, vehicles etc.
• It identifies different sectoral measures for different types of pollution.
Some measures are regulatory and some are promotional.
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However he added that it was not just the policy but it’s implementation was an
issue in Pakistan. (He elaborated on this further in the following)
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Regarding the environmental compliance issues, he mentioned that industry
was not ready to invest on environmental compliance. In this regard, he raised
an interesting point that because there was nexus between political class and
industry therefore it was actually the policy makers who were the violators of
policy. This is the biggest hurdle in the way of environmental progression. He
mentioned a case of the cotton fields of Southern Punjab which had eradicated
many species of birds due to sprays of prohibited pesticides. But this practice
could not be stopped because of political pressures from high ups.
He mentioned that the environmental policy envisioned that the policy
implementation would result in environmental cuts on the industry to make it
more compliant. However the prevailing political pressure groups erode the
implementation of environmental regulatory instruments.
Hence he concluded that the weak institutions like EPA are responsible for the
weak environmental enforcement in the country. He also mentioned the need of
environmental stewardship of society which was missing in Pakistani society. In
this regard, he lamented on the role of civil society that instead of leading and
owning the environment, the focus had been on self projection.
He said that market of environmental technology as well as financial
instruments were missing because the potential market i.e. industry is not
willing to invest on these environmental initiatives. Hence it is not the question
of the access to technology or finance for the poor environmental compliance
but their lacking in willingness is the major cause.
He said that strong institutions and political will on behalf of legislature was
required to meet the aim of environmental progression.
He mentioned that environmental laws were not stringent enough. In this
regard he elaborated that these were based on protective attitude towards
industry by providing them ways to keep on polluting the environment even
when they had been notified by the EPA. This is because of the fact that unless
the court orders to the industry, EPA does not has the regulatory power to stop
an environmental violation. EPAs have to depend on local law enforcing
agencies i.e. police for implementation which in turns have their own limitations
under political and institutional pressures.
However he mentioned that it should have been ensured that environmental
laws might not be used for political victimization which had been the case in
some instance.
Interviewing team thanked Mr. Manik for his time.

